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Rock with

gt o there’s mo shart-
age of {2,000 loudipealkers
o thee market. 93 Com-
panition |5 serong. At this
leved, poure mowing ot of
‘jach of all rrades, masber
&f mong LErmigory and inno speaken
detigned o do parvcular thergs par-
tsularly well, In the case of Foaitar
Aodie’y sungoing GRS0, it was about a
kig. pervwrnrful, punchy rock soand, with
vibteral yeeod ard power chat made
3 poy WwWith MoEern PopuUlaT MUs The
Erand mirw G580 s I replacement.
and has mich 1 e up oo,
This, MAY Nagship model, & 2 real
eye catcher Starding 1080mm high
g ity plnth, i WL ﬂbl|-! I DO D
missed, and in mesern homes | puess
the ttding i poing ©o £ doam we
| likiz & - g ehg srandard of PBrkh
it superh 5. 1Fa4e b'llh'. e
surrpandi arg ihichly haghad CLEDET
] thie brent porT & Bornoem has
INEriguing e nal s, Selgned o
coortrod alr Bave Meanar Auchs say.
The vendes H CoAIBOUCULY real,
wich a deen :|.|i'| that cam b felr
when boudhed. Manitar Audio applr a
i il- g:j“ fireh thif dowEn L oo
ovier thE furface, 46 the loadipeer
sursiees chose indpeciaan, It hooks pood
from all argles tos Wiskghing 2 ks
[G0iha) the “spakert are haxey, bug
morveablie The big cardieard packing
carpons contain cast alley phried
that balt an. into whath ame foniwed
adjussable spikes or feet SScampanied
by a small toolict
‘What you see here it bastally
b rao=way loudspeakern, Campriding
godd CaCam tweeter allied Do 3 basa
midrange driver augmented by D
fill-in hass units sited just below, The
hais unic within the upr bead-wiy
agtimisly ie boaded by a sealed cabines
Thig o Dass drevers are icaded By
sifser wned reflex enclosures. sach
with 2% cown pore. One tis on the
rear baffle, the ather an the It
iaminar Audia’s dire units ana wel
dpvuloped, the tweewr Raviog 3 dual
lzyur dome whilit the three bin R3Td
miid eass drivers have dimpled furbices
wo add griffnecs and disperte turface
werveg, Bpnaficing from Finite Surface

Asdhyiid, the COMaany sy,

Thit rveee of drive unit
1r':|.-._E-|:-|||::""'. 1 hl’.""_:l"-l'; |II-CI'Z-C|5--'5|!
papulsr, for pocd reason. The upper



REVIEW

Monitor Audio’s Gold Reference 60 loudspeaker garnered a fine
reputation as a clean, fast and punchy rocker, aimed at those who want
a modern sound from modern recordings. Now, the new GS&0 promises
more of everything. Noel Keywood listens in...

You

WO WY 13 BNy [0 DPLIMEE, Frving
great resuks across the asdio band,
wopether with focused imaging. |
prefer o pwvooway like chis to che
more diffuse sound of a DYAppalito
The main drawback &5 bass
peosaner handling. To penerate high
levels cleanly, and survive high power
inparcs; a lot of cone area and codl
area is needed respecuvely. Having
mald that che G560s are preccy
BETIS LI CAIM eSS :J'lnwpd.mmgq
B4R from ome nomiral wat of Input
Im sma oo medium sized roons,
of |&f maximam aporesimanely,
&0y ghoold be more than enough,
vatslar | DOWY will do for bigger
spaces | used a #0%Y Crad [1-40 in
u 8t square room and had plensy
of headroom o spare, bur whilss
| somedimes play loud | don't play
dieafeningly loud The rear cirries Two
pairs of stour pold plaved werminals,
with rerenyatls linke foe u-imrmg_.‘l'lu
screw terminaly assept bare wares,
BRASE COnNNeCTors o fmm ﬁ.lzl-

SOUND QUALITY

Warmn, roft and luid back the GS&0s
B0 AOL Sl IPalarRmenils thow
thy Fave 50 uppes mideangs B and
trable peak hat, respesttively, gae
Ereat forward predence, plul & wisgy
top erd thak dossn't sing 16 much
1 add abvicus emphasi to cpmbaly,
hi-hatt and meallie peetuttion
nstruments in poneral. The upiide

it that Manisar'y drive waits kave

a sparkdingly clean, clear delivery
THE EDITORE SATS:

that puts i all wogether in a way
that makes miost rivaly zound dull
und challenged in just abour every
respect | heard right inmo recordings,
deznll beimg throeen irmo my lap. The
swdden maung of ride cymial in
Scissor Sapers” "Lowver in the Back
Seat” was suddenly 1 major event and
in the fallowing crack my atention
wit drvem 13 the wiy the drammer
agein vied shorr mmbs on gymball
Wiacal were beaueilully clear ton,
with very precise enungiation thag
pees the G5603 2 senee of precision
that is impeessive, The balence suits
chean madern rogs james Blunc'
parfarmans st on ‘Bick ra Badlam”
ware wondarfully presented, lull
of detadl and Ife. In spice of this
Basiz Balanc the G605 have a
smcath dynymic that Brings ble pnd
scale, vahvilan 31 the tmae tounding
analyiscally chear AL e | heard 3
sl amsaunt &l ben charseoners, Hosly
provided by the frant poct but it was
saall, 2o the point of beirg barely
detectabie. Thera alto resnain o sligh
ameunt of core colauration toa,
barely contequental with rods but
mare agparent wih classizal, where
thie (25004 are 3 Wrle Mip convinzing
Az the large chair enters

n grand marmer at the scart
Beeshoven's Missa Solemnis (Berfn
Philharmenic) it obwvicus that the
presentation i bath ferward ard
seemingly a bele comprested ar
higher freguencies; | eard much
the same eflect with massed strings
of the Berliner Philbarmonic again,
this time with Rachmaninagys Pano
Concerto Mol Vind che GSE0s
perrainky were, and smooth oo, but
1 md moee fareard chan | belew
5 real oF coavinging onGE You Sis
doren to laten ©o an orchescra.
The drama of che G540 was & litde
ovarplzped here. Pang had 2 slighdy
light ring roo, the expected richnets
of tone being a etk muted, Here, |
deis the talance of the loudspeaker
wasn't gspecialy appropring o
th rusic; ehiy're voiced for rock
and wre vivid with & clasgecal
Etenees may b Peservatiand. ln
v sy of Busspeakers Fhis

Bty the times you've ged fo the stags of paying tea theesesd poosds Tor
o hi-fj lewdspoakor, you've carned tse right to know what yee like omd
e ouf and e it. For this reazos, theen loeking for sofi. soptlsing jarr
lnsdspeakors should look olgwhem, Likewise, claazical musie livten-
ers seeiing uaremditingly teeoloured. chomesadaas haxes wonldn't bo
hea pleared with the G550, Fans of good old tavhioned reck mesic
hawiwver. and indeed nor-se-old fahisaod tochng and ol ectrenica.
lods no Nerthar, The pld GRED wes big, bad and iromendpos fun, and
thr GSE0 adds o dagh of exire detal. sophisteatson, depth and finesso
- plus {intereaninghy} an evad-eo-ylightty hrighte:, mors challsaging
soumd, 18 sageal — 0 love the GEED - and I B & geasinaly capabls,
high resohmion tnol thaf ks the pesmar asd pokse Do axtrect the drama
from muomc, But don't ba complacont — you Tl hivvs 1o gat the ancile s
right. amd that moaes 2 very smaeth front eod and 4 big game playsg'
posent amplifier, | pareonally would alvo add vinyl io egquition; this
taks g WIS promusceld wpper madbanid devm o looch lalter all, CD
has thes viery fama charscieaistich and neally bots (he GFE0% got into the
grogwe. Matched with came, Usese ore supeslatnin meck tamstecors. OP
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hardly wnearmemon of Course

ith & dilemma every speaker
ergineer faces; accuracy can
anad if ymi
dont do it then pour rivals
il

kg improved upon -

The G360 will Phede Mot
price Freahi in Gy JUrEREhE
LanmpdrmiGn worg i =
bacauie of a3 aeonishingty
wviid upper midband, but
it lsn's strctly a neutral
pericrmar

Meaurement shows
the drive uaia have been
AL I_-;gl,ll"'u;ll tightly by
the cropewer A chis face,
aligel wieh the we of cimilarly
weircgd maLeriat in cone and
dorne maloe for a sense of
LIMeDoITIEs s 3 "d COTEN T
trar again beaved rivali gadping
Top marks to Mionitor Al
hare 190 wou vl Mg chis as
3 sern Ol USRS, $ompning

| pickae up strakght away. having
ipenl countiess hours in cthis agpec
ol lsucipesaer dedign iy Eal End
krwing the benafist. The G560
dupley the company's grip an
ergineering here

A prareets Nlfilled comes from
the bass parformance of this big
ard winually asseroive loudspeaier
Tha mags drivers ket smoothly
g sthern, measurement Hhiva o, and
there B o low frequensy Boedt 1o
werm thingt 3. VWhat you do get
is masshve ko gnd haft and a good
sence al grip almos vice lke 5 fact,
depending upon smpkliern | fourd
ThEnes 3m Mot oy quakty, 3 L=k
af slep end walfle, that’s gaing 1o be
spprociated by most lisbengra bor
that b5 not 866 &y thEra s 4y MEsCraint
of dynarnie. Quita the reverse. the
5604 are Muid pnd dymamic at low
frequendiad, bur glso well darmped
ard cenprolled: this i the fort of
peund $o many godophilet orav, |
beliewe; fase, tighs ard puncky, They go
o boa, but Femember cha | used
¥ 18% « TBfe roam thas allores chis
Cinky big Tannss &0 £ berver Large
wolid-stars amplfies, ko dhe MALD
M3 1 ed, wark vl alchough for
it Intening | relied as wsual an 3
Chasd OUC24 pre-amp and l-ferry
porwer amplifiers. which the G560s
worked well with

It is fairly ofvious the GEE0 has
a wery high quiiiy CroSR0ven making
t eranslucant 1o amelifier quality
and reveabng of same, 5o ( Heed
5 b paronered carebully, Thers's
livtle mzshking of sowce and bodpet
pmplifiers are nof 3 good chese,. a
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I fomind the greyness. flaz imaging sna
vzey top of solid-2ate wil all tos
apEarent N 3 Bucg et IE-M“::.- Lop 1]
hooked wp. Beis HeL 19 uih & sharp
seunding €0 playsr 1oa; un Eszrern
Elaserie Minimax worked well at che
inzpantve end, and Chord’s DACE4
w1 i cop e, | umed Boch.

COMCLUSION

Monicor Supdiat (G308 are clear
fask and dacaded ke limle sloe . VWide
open and ipacious $ounding, chere
arw b thar willl ger past chem in
Wity comparison. Batter, in spite of
theeir slighily enhanced balarce. thall |
w1y, they have a smoathnety, Eopeth-
prness and TewmitriEtl ol allowt
lang tirm Ritering, | Pad no probler
here, whare alten rebde smphass
plriaackEs e I have acher chings o
e Wiath serong, tighaly controlled
Exxy thar reaches down I cowsled
with & wupple dyramic and you
harve one of coday’s finkss rack
sprakers 2t the price. From my cwn
EnpriEnd |!-r|.-;|| ng :l:i_lilprll'.:llu
| kncre the GBS e very
tharsughly developed, not just Srom
rraasurement bu by their subjective
verel of smeoocth “oneness’ With
clevsical muskc their balande i laiq
COHTW n:ing pErhapd, bt ehig 1 e
psessed pericaally dusing audivon,
LB the GRED thar went before,
boe e o, the G580 s a chass act
thas | e @nly weard cop marks for
th pomlicy of ioy engineering. sugerh
finish and great price. i you wans 10
hear o of today’s bédd 1 rolkEri,
chis | the oo, Hi 5 Sd2Esrhe HIEn

and 38 15l Pl b Afp 0D

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

As prpecied from Moatos Aedes, thie
(550 has been tightty anginssted (v
oHer an even frequency response right
thacesgh the audis band. It stays within
tight mmits of a fesw 08 from 1004 up
to 20kMe. although thare is plaleau niza
al high Irequenches thal will introduce
beightnass. Additionally, a peak =
trgblo putput of +4dB at 12kHz
that ig lahle to add some his or
wizpiness 1o ireble. Thera ia no bass
it to add warmih to ibe ound; oa
the contrary, bass falls away to -Sdi
at d0le, ban the lewar port warks
dovna 1o 30HE In lager rocms bass
will Bleely sound dry, wall controlled
and desg.

impedanpe mexsured 5 Sohma
averall a fairly low valoe, The
Impedamce curve has the
usual gise due to vorce coll
inductance and is nal L0
reachve. Sensdivily was
good, ax hoped lros a large
floarsiandes, coming in al
348 froes one mominal wati
12.88Y) of input, so ampifiars

of madest powar, B0 mode than SOV or
sa, shoald normally be adequate.

The G550 iz neatly engineered
and measures well. |8 should sound
tight. bright and clean, with fairly dry,
wnemphasised bass. NK
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» graat imaging
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