Translation of T3 review of RS1 speaker:

MONITOR AUDIO RS 1

Does advanced technology promise advanced sound?

For more than 30 years Monitor Audio has been dedicated to the continuous upgrading of high quality musical reproduction. Confronting orthodox principles in creating speaker drivers and cabinets have been the politics of their approach. And that has always been the case from the beginning. From the times when they presented their first loudspeakers with metal high frequency drivers. They were not the first who used metal drivers but Monitor Audios first Loudspeakers (R82MD) were the first to have high-fidelity performance.

METAL WITH THE SOUL

Different from other first metal HF drivers which are been made of copper or titanium, the dome of Monitor Audio driver was an alloy of aluminium and magnesium. Thanks to that the HF spectrum sounded much more coherent and more pleasant than other metal domes made of single material. Except that, HF driver was cooled/damped with ferofluid and equipped with system for ventilation of moving coil. That basic and for that time radical construction has become basis for C-CAM HF drivers in Monitor Audio loudspeakers. From then until today Monitor Audio has become one of leaders in the production of metal speaker drivers and they have extended their application to middle/bass units as well, (e.g. Studio 10 from year 1991)

The little, two way bass reflex, RS1 belongs to a new generation of high quality Monitor Audio speakers. A completely new C-CAM driver has drivers of aluminium/magnesium alloy and is now more rigid with ceramic coating and decreased distortion & increased frequency response. The Cabinets are made of 19mm mediapan, which are very rigid and have an excellent finish. And it is because of this, that they look much more expensive than the rivals. Speaker terminals are high quality and are prepared for bi-wiring.

RICHNESS OF DETAIL AND PROGRAM

For getting the best from your RS1’s they require appropriate high quality stands which, should be sited well enough from back wall.

After a longer burn in while they are not sounded too sweet, sound become coherent and very neutral. But also very musical with plenty of detail, the RS1’s were very fast and well tuned in with full frequency spectrum. Transient response was really excellent which made excellent definition of authentic instruments and voices with their natural colours. That became even more obvious when listening DVD-A and SACD discs.

Except very rich HF spectrum, the RS1’s were sounding very convincing in reproducing the LF parts of the spectrum. There is no trace of box sound or turbulences from bass reflex port. Bass was tight, fast and accurate with depth, which is appropriate to volume of loudspeaker box and size of drivers.

Mid frequencies were sounding very musical and articulate but slightly lacked warmth, so at times it was hard to make out the difference of singers with similar voices. However, that was not so emphasized that it disturbed the presentation of music texture or create any problems to the listeners to keep rhythm & pace. When we talk about electronic music with the RS1’s I feel their excellent energy end explosiveness when demanded. Space was very correctly placed. None of the sound dimension was too expressive, but none of these loudspeakers are forgotten either, while dynamic contrast was excellently reproduced. One more quality lays in the fact that RS1’s without any problem can handle enormous demands from an amplifier.

For: Excellent appearance, advanced technology used, high-quality sound

Against: lack of some details

Verdict: High-quality and handsome speaker system at very affordable price. Many listeners will like it a lot and the price is that good that some insignificant false will easily can be forgotten.

Perfomance:
4 stars

Price/quality:
5 stars

T3 verdict  :
5 stars

T3 Silver Medal:excellent product/affordablle price


